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SINDH GRADUATES ASSOCIATION
APPEA

Honorable Mr. Shahbaz Sharif,

The Prime Minister, Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Digital National Census 2023- Reservations

Sindh is vital to Pakistan’s economy. The province generates 27% of Pakistan’s GDP, Sindh's livestock sector contributes 62% of national agriculture GDP. Sindh has been

disproportionately affected by the 2022 floods. which signiticantly damaged houses, millions of people remain in need of assistance. According to the Post-Disaster Needs As-

sessment conducted by the World Bank. UNDP. ADB. EU and other UN Agencies, more than 4.4 million acres of agriculural land have been destroyed. Irrigation systems

serving 5.1 million hectares of larmland have been severely damaged Almost 1.7 million houses in Sindh were completely or partially destroyed. Roads and transport infra-

structure and means of communications have been severely damaged, impeding mobilitv. communication. livelihoods, trade and commerce and access to health. education and

other public services: Post lood. Sindh has witnessed largest internal displacement of population ever in its recent history and is passing through crucial juncture of Rehabilita-

tion & Reconstruction National Database Registration Authority (NADRA) & Pakistan Burcau of Statistics without taking cognizance of prevailing ground realities in Sindh

and in clear violation of the constitutional mandated time {rame for National Census, has embarked upon “THE DIGITAL CENSUS™ from Feb / March 2023

Pakistan Bureau of Statistics and NADRA adopted the “De Jure™ methodology for the National Census 2023. and the data collection will be carried out digitally without ask-

ing for or using Computerized National Identity Cards (CNIC) or other forms of identification that prove citizenship. "De Jure™ a Latin word means “according to Law™ and

declaring a place where a person or group of persons residing as *Uswal Household Residence™ We are skeptical and concerned as there is no requirement of identity card in

the census form, how will it be known whether the person counted is a Pakistani or an illegal immigrant of Bengali. Burmese. Indian, or Afghan origin According to the 2010

report of the National Alien Registration Authority (Nara). there were 2 5 million illegal immigrants in the Sindh province, this number must have multiplied by 2023, not to

mention internal migration by millions of Pakistanis trom other provinces to Sindh. especially to Karachi, [lvderabad & Sukkur. for prosperous future and better economic op-

portunities Data collection and self-registration during National Census 2023 using smartphones is another futile strategy adopted by Pakistan Bureau of Statistics and NA-

DRA, as according to GSMA’s report published in March 2021, only $7% mobile phone users in Pakistan use smartphone

Recommendations;

1- A national census is mandated by the Constitution of Pakistan to be held every ten years. As per constitutional requirement 7" Census should be planned for 2027-2028

2- Pakistan Bureau of Statistics and NADRA must ensure that National census in 2027-2028 should be carried out using Computerized National Identity Cards (CNIC) or

other forms of identification as mandatory tool to prove citizenship. There should be separate checkbox for illegal immigrants residing in Sindh Province. and their count

to be maintained in the census data as per origin of an illegal immigrant

3- Pakistan Burcau of Statistics and NADRA must ensure that for National Census 2027-2028. the De Jure methodology should be replaced with De Facto methodology

and illegal immigrants of Bengali, Burmese and Indian origin and millions of Afghan Refugees should be assigned unique identity number, and counted separately. with-

out interfering with legal count

4- Pakistan Burcau of Statistics and NADRA must ensure that for National Census 2027-2028, that permanent residents of other provinces settled in Sindh for economic
reasons or otherwise should be counted as per their permanent residence and electoral roll enlistment

S- Pakistan Burcau of Statistics and NADRA must ensure that for National Census 2027-2028. data collection. verification & supervision arrangements should be carried
out under the presence of armed forces personnel

We would like to reiterate that National census is very important because it provides information about population size and economic conditions, and its results are used for

future policy planning. resource allocation, constituency delimitation We are concerned about the census data emanating out of contentious Digital National Census 2023

and request your kind intersention and instructions to relevant quarters to resolve contentious issues and well-founded concerns of Sindh
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